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The advantages of the Baltic coast arise partly from the climate, which
is more oceanic than farther east, and hence better for both people and
plants. Riga lies farther north than Moscow, but averages 11° R warmer
in January temperature (24° against 11°). Riga also gets 15 per cent
more rain than Moscow, which again helps the crops. A racial factor
likewise enters into the matter, but we are not sure how much difference
it makes. The Estonians, Latvians, Lithuanians, and Poles all differ
in race from the Russians. Moreover, many Germans lived in the Baltic
States and were generally leaders, until Hitler and Stalin agreed to move
them into Poland irf 1939.
Danubian and Balkan. Countries
Six countries and part of a seventh form this division of our study,
namely, Hungary, Rumania, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, Albania, 'Greece, and
the European part of Turkey. All these received new boundaries after
the first World War. Examine a relief map in an atlas, or a wall map,
and see what their physical features suggest as to political divisions. One
of the main features is the curved Carpathian Mountains arching north-
ward from the Danube east of Vienna and returning to the Danube again
at the Iron Gate near the northwestern corner of Bulgaria. Inside the
1 Carpathians lies a great plain which is cut into two unequal parts by
hills near Budapest, and is interrupted in the east by the Transylvanian
Mountains which fill the eastern bend of the Carpathians. On the south
the plain is enclosed by an irregular mass of mountains and plateaus
at the back of which lie the Dinaric Alps, the western base of which
forms the picturesque drowned Dalmatian coast of the Adriatic Sea.
There is no good name for all the mountains south of the central
Danubian plain because they are so irregular and so broken into small
ranges. Such irregularity is one of the great troubles of the Balkans.
Looking only at the topography, one would say that a good political
unit could be created by using the Carpathians as a boundary from east
of Vienna to the Iron Gate. Then the boundary would go south far
enough to include the valleys that drain to the Danube. One of these
valleys, that of the Morava River, which joins the Danube from the
south near Belgrade, has been a frequent cause of strife because its branches
offer the only easy paths to the south and east. One leads over a low
pass to Sofia in Bulgaria, and thence to Istanbul and the Bosporous. The
other affords the only good route to the Vardar Valley and thus to
Salonika, the Mediterranean Sea, and Greece. The railroads in A568
show where these valleys are located. The eastern border of our hypo-
thetical country might well be carried as far south as the watershed be-
tween the Morava and Vardar Rivers. Then let the boundarv continue

